Crowd-Continuity

he takes his seat, comes within the range, the actual still
operative physical range, of those bygone influences.
Gladstone still affects him, though he may not, probably
does not, realise it; Disraeli in some degree has influence
over him; and all the great aristocrats of the past as well
as all the great tribunes of the people live on in the last
batch of those Labour Members who have not merely
been elected to but have been captured by the spirit of
that undying assembly. Its great men too were often as
much fashioned by it as it by them. Imagine a General
Election taking place to-day in which not a single former
member were returned; imagine that brand-new House
meeting but inheriting no permanent officials, no rules of
procedure, no recorded or remembered customs. Sup-
pose too that the existing Parliament buildings had been
burnt to the ground, that a new building had to be devised
for the new House, and that no one knew what the form,
the seating, and all the other important details of the old
one had been. Evidently such a House of Commons would
fail to resemble in many important respects the body
we know. It would represent the people of the United
Kingdom at the moment, but the actual House of
Commons also represents in some degree the gene-
rations that have passed. When the London County
Council was for the first time called into being, it
was a body without traditions, not elected even by
old parties with characteristic policies. It had no build-
ing prepared for it, no permanent officials. Everything
had to be created. Anyone who remembers that first
Council and compares it with the existing body will recog-
nise a great difference between them. That indeed was
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